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Franciscans; these were Fathers Denis Jamay, Jean
d’Olbeau, and Joseph le Caron, and a lay brother,
Pacifique du Plessis. To D’Olbeau was assigned
the conversion of the Montagnais of the Lower St.
Lawrence; Le Caron went to the Hurons, or Wyan-
dots, in the vast stretch of forested wilderness west
of the Ottawa River, and before' the coming of au-
tumn had established a bark chapel in their midst;
Jamay and Du Plessis remained in the neighborhood
of Quebec, ministering to the colonists and the
wandering savages who came to the little settlement
for purposes of trade or sociability, or through fear
of scalp-hunting Iroquois. For ten years did these
gray friars practice the rites of the church in the
Canadian woods, all the way from the fishing and
trading outpost of Tadoussac to the western Lake of
the Nipissings. Barefooted, save for heavy wooden
sandals, coarsely clad in gown and hood, enduring
in a rigorous climate, to which they were unused, all
manner of hardships by flood and field, they were
earnestly devoted to their laborious calling in a time
when elsewhere the air of New France was noisy
with the strife of self-seeking traders and politicians.
Yet somehow their mission seemed without impor-
tant result. Even less successful was the enterprise
of some fellow Récollets, who, in 1619, began inde-
pendent work among the French fishermen and Mic-
macs of Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, and Gaspé,
but were forced in 1624, after many disasters, to aban-
don their task, three of them joining the party at
Quebec.

The little band on the St. Lawrence, although thus
reinforced, felt impelled, in 1625, to invite the power-
ful aid of the Jesuits, who in the face of great odds



